THE    FIFTH    COLUMN

her sisters, was Mme Josephine Tuhanowska,
who spent the whole of her substantial fortune
in founding schools and scientific laboratories.

As regards the passive resistance of the Polish
women, it is sufficient to mention that no Polish
woman would dance with a Russian, Prussian
or Austrian officer, let alone marry a man of any
of these nationalities, despite the fact that the
manhood of Poland had been tragically reduced
through the repeated risings and wars. It was the
hatred of Russia and Prussia that led to the close
attachment of the Polish people to the Roman
Church which still persists; they wanted to differ
even in their religion from the Greek Orthodox
Russians and the Protestant Prussians.

The men of Poland traditionally hold their
women in the highest esteem and are selflessly
devoted to them. They express their admiration
of the 'weaker sex' by respectfully kissing the
hand of every woman by way of salutation or
thanks* A foreigner visiting Poland who is intro-
duced to a lady and omits to kiss her hand, is
regarded as a boor, as a person lacking in elemen-
tary manners. If we remember the heroism of these
women, or at least of their mothers and grand-
mothers, the universality of this gallant tribute
on the part of the men is easy to understand*

However, the the Russo-Japanese war, which
represented a turning point in the history of the
Polish women, also brought to the foreground a
great man who was later to become the creator
of the New Poland. Joseph Pilsudski, who was
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